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XXVI.

Extraét of a Letter from Portfmouth; com-
municated by Danicl Wray Efg; F.R. §.

concerning the fame.

March 19, 1749.
Read March 22. ESTERDAY, about a Quarter be-
1749- fore Six in the Evening, a flight
Shock of an Earthquake was felt here. I don’tfind
it was general, as many Pcople felt nothing of it.
It was felt fenfibly at Mr. Carzer’s and Mr. Taylor’s 5
fo that it is fomething more than Fancy.

P. §. Since writing the above, I am told the Shock

was very violently felt in the Ife of Wight
Yecfterday.

| XXVIL
Zhe Rev. Wm. Cooper D. D. Dear of Dur-
ham, #o the Prefident, of zbe Earthquake

on March 8. and of the luminous Arch,
February 16. 1749,

S IR, Grofvenor’s:Strect, March 22, 1749,

Read'Ma;ch zg.WH ILST I was in the Country, I
1749.

Progrefs and Extent of the Earthquake Northward
as I was able; bat could colle& very little worth
your Notice.

It was felt very fenfibly at Northaw, and at Gub-
bins, the Seat of Sit Feremy Sambrooke in that
Ncighbourhood, whofe Houfe was fhaken very

much,

made as much Inquiry into the.
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much. At a Farm, three Quarters of a Mile N E
of Hatfreld, it was felt by the Farmer and his- Fa-
mily, ‘but not perccived by the Inhabitants of FHaz-
Seeld itfclf.

In like manncr at Hertin fordbury, a Village a
fmall Mile Weclt of Hertford, the Shock was felt
diftin&ly; but not obferved by any of the Inha-
bitants of Hertford. |

At my own Houfe at Panfbanger, two Milcs
Woeft of the above-mention’d Town, the Noile
was heard twice, at the Interval of about half a
Minute, refembling the Rumbling of a Cart thro’
the Streets; but no Shock fclt cither within or
without-doors.

This Circumftance of the Noifc being heard
without any fenfible Tremor or Heavings of the
Farth, makcs.me imagine, that the Force of the
Vapour was {pent before it reached that Places and
thereabouts may be reckon’d the Northern Limit of
the Earthquake ; at leaft, I have not heard of any
Places more to the North that were affetted by ir.
It is no wonder, in a Shock fo {udden and alarm-
ing, that very few fatisfatory Obfervations arc made,
either as to the Nature of the Shock, the Direé&tion of
the Tremor, the Time it was felt, or its Duration; of
none of which can1 give youany Particalars. I{hould
not have troubled you with thefe Thave colleéted, but
for my Promife; and that I thought that onc Obfer-
vation, made at my Houfe, in fome degrec fixed the
Extent of the Shock to be limited thercabouts; and
might not therefore prove quite an immaterial one.

1 cannot help mentioning a luminous Arch, which
appeard Feé. 16. about g at Night, It had Aréfurus

in



[ 649 ]

in its Ealtern Limit, which was then low in the
Horizon, and extended to the bright Star in the
right Shoulder of Orjon, then bearing SW. It was
cxcccdmoly bright, regular, and well-defin’d, and
about the Bréadth of the Rainbow; which it re-
fembled in cvery thing, but its Vaucty of Colours.
It continucd thus for almoft 20’ Minutes, declining
gently Southward, and then gradually feparated and

dxfappcard I am,
S IR,

Zour very affectionate Friend and Servant,
W. Cowper.

XXVIL
Extratt of a Letter from the Rev. My, Tay-
lor, Zicar of Portimouth, 0 Mr. Roderick,
concerning an Barthquake felt there, March

1749-50.

Portfinouth, tarch 25. 1750.
ReadMarchzg9. —— F SHALL give you fome Parti-
1 /50
culars with regard to the Earth-
quake, which was felt here on Sundav the 18th
inftant.
The firft Part of the preceding Week was fine
Weather.  Wednefday Nighe it became damp and
cold, and continued fo all Thurfday, with Mifts,
Friday was a fice Day; Saturday damp and cloudy ;
Sunday Morning fine.  Juft before 6 in the Evcmncr
we had {ome hwe Drops of Rain, and a Thunder-
Qoco Cloud



